50                           ARABIA   PHOENIX

confusing the enemy as to which were heads and what was
wall. Similar features in the form of eagles are on the ruins
at Medain Salih, in the Northern Hejaz, and they are now
usual in the domestic architecture of Central Arabia. The
curtains in our quarters in the Badia were lemon yellow and
a faded pink, and the divans and cushions were covered in
blue-and-white striped material; the floors were laid with
Persian carpets two deep, one upon the other. As night
fell we sniffed with pleasure the cool air from the orchards,
leaning out of the open windows and listening to the long-
drawn-out note, like that of a discordant violin, made by
the wooden water-wheels.

Unmartial music is forbidden to the Wahhabis, and the
chamberlains, as they saw us listening to the wheels which
draw from deep down the water giving life to their capital,
said, faintly smiling as they did so, "This is our music in
Riyadh."

To this note, sustained and lingering on through the thin
dry air, incense of music, the tired traveller falls asleep.